
 
  

 
Report to:      Shadow Planning Committee                     
 
Subject:       Environmental Impact Assessment for the proposed 

pedestrian and cycle bridge over the River Lagan, Belfast.                     
 
Date:    11th  March 2015                                   
    
Reporting Officer:      John McGrillen, Director of Development (Ext. 3509)     
 
Contact Officers:        K. Sutherland Ext 3578    

 

1 Relevant Background Information 

1.1   
 
 
 
 

1.2 
 
 
 
1.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.4  

 

 

 

1.5 

The Department for Regional Development published a feasibility report in April 
2014 which considered a range of potential options for a new bridge across the 
Lagan River for pedestrians and cyclists. The proposed bridge will provide a link 
across the Lagan River between Ormeau Embankment and the Gasworks 
Estate. 

The feasibility report identified three bridge designs for further consideration. 
Subsequently, the Department completed an assessment of these options and 
identified a preferred bridge design. 

The preferred design is a twin pylon cable stayed bridge with the pylon 
foundations located in the River Lagan, close to the banks of the river. An image 
of the preferred option is attached in Appendix 1. Access ramps with a gradient 
for cycle and disability access will be constructed at either end of the bridge. The 
abutments of the bridge will be located adjacent to the existing towpath at each 
bank, and the bank levels will be raised slightly to accommodate the access 
ramps. The bridge deck will be 5.2m above the river level to allow suitable 
clearance for users of the River Lagan. The deck will be 5m wide and have 1.4m 
high parapets along the length of the deck. The pylons will extend approximately 
41m above deck level. The length of the bridge deck will be approximately 141m. 

The development falls within the scope of Schedule 2 of The Planning 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2012 and 
therefore an Environmental Statement is being prepared to support the planning 
application.    

The proposed draft response to the Environmental Impact Assessment 
consultation is attached in Appendix 2 for consideration.  

 

2 Key Issues 

2.1 
 
 
 
 

It is suggested that the Council strongly supports the development of a pedestrian 
and cycle bridge across the River Lagan in this location. The Councils draft 
Belfast City Centre Regeneration Strategy and Investment Plan identifies the 
need to connect the city centre to the surrounding neighbourhoods as one of its 
key policies. The framework highlights the “dividing role” of the River Lagan 



2.2 

2.3 

 
 
 
 
2.4 
 
 
2.5  

along with other major road infrastructure in the city, resulting in the separation of  
neighbourhoods from the city centre.  

The draft framework recommends the following “reduce barriers between the city 
centre and the communities that surround it by connecting to activity in adjacent 
communities, developing two new pedestrian bridges over the River Lagan and 
reducing road widths, improving pedestrian crossings, streetscaping key 
corridors and improving the built form relationship at the edge of the centre”.  

It is suggested in the response that the Council would seek assurance from DRD 
that they will consider environmental, waste and biodiversity impacts during the 
design and construction of the proposed bridge.  

It should be noted that the bridge proposal will be located on DSD land at the east 
and west bank of the river. It is anticipated that this land will be transferred to 
council ownership as part of the DSD asset transfer in April 2016.  The Council 
will engage with DSD and DRD regarding detailed design and management of 
these areas.  

 

 

3 Resource Implications 

3.1 
 

There are no resource implications attached to this report. 

 

4 Equality and Good Relations Considerations 
4.1 
 

There are no specific Equality and Good Relations Considerations attached to 
this report. 

 

5 Recommendations 

5.1 
 

Committee is requested: 

• to consider the proposed Draft response to the consultation appended 
and to agree a final response or any amendments to be forwarded to 
DRD.  

 

 

6 Decision Tracking 

 
Timeline:    March 2015                      Reporting Officer: Keith Sutherland  
 

 

7 Key to Abbreviations 

DSD – Department for Social Development 
DRD – Department for Regional Development 
EPU - Environmental Protection Unit 
BCC - Belfast City Council 
 

 

8 Documents Attached 

Appendix 1:   Lagan Footbridge layout drawing  
Appendix 2: Belfast City Council draft response to Environmental Impact Assessment 

for the proposed pedestrian and cycle bridge over the River Lagan, 
Belfast. 

   

 


